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PRIESTHOOD, AND THE RIGHT OF SUCCESSION. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 468. ] 

In the Church there are three great presiding quorums equal in authority. 
I read from the Doctrine and Covenants in support of this statement : 
“Of the Melchisedec Priesthood, three Presiding High Priests, chosen by 
the body, appointed and ondnined to that office, and upheld by the confi- 
dence, faith and prayer of the Church, form a quorum of the Presidency of 
the Church. The twelve traveling counselors are called to be the Twelve 
Apostles, or special witnesses of the name of Christ in all the world; thus - 
differing from other officers in the Church in the duties of their calling. 
And they form a quorum, equal in authority and power to the three Pres- 
idents previously mentioned. The Seventies are also called to preach the 
Gospel, and to be especial witnesses unto the Gentiles and in all the world, 
thus differing from other officers of the Church in the duties of their call- 

ing; and they form a quorum equal in authority to that of the Twelve 
special witnesses or Apostles just named ” (Doctrine and Covenants, sec- 
tion 107). However, it is stated in a subsequent paragraph that the 
Twelve Apostles act under the direction of the First Presidency ; and the 
Seventies are directed in their labors by the quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles. 

It is not necessary for me to dwell at any length—indeed I have not 
time to do so—upon the duties and various responsibilities of the different 
quorums of the Priesthood ; it is not necessary that I should do so in 
treating the question under consideration. It is enough for my purpose 
on this occasion to call your attention to these three general councils 
in the Church, which, when unanimous in their decision, are equal in 
authority. 

One would think no argument was necessary to establish the fact that 
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if, for any cause whatsoever, the first of these councils—the First Presi- 
dency—should be destroyed or removed from the Church, that the next 
quorum in power weuld have the right to preside over the Church and 
regulate the affairs thereof, pending the reorganization of the First Presi- 
dency. And yet in the experience of the Saints, away back in 1844, when 
the Prophet Joseph, who was at the time the President of the Church, and 
his brother Hyrum, who was his counselor, were laid low by the hands of 
assassins, the Church for a brief period was at a loss to know upon whom 
or upon what quorum the responsibility of the Presidency of the Church 
would fall. 

Ambitious men arose in the Church, and for a time distracted the minds 
of the Saints. At that time the Twelve Apostles were scattered through 
the eastern States upon various missions. The only members at Nauvoo 
were Willard Richards and John Taylor. John Taylor, being severely 
wounded at the massacre of the Prophets, was not able to be very active 
in asserting the rights of the Twelve Apostles to take charge of the affairs 
of the Church and direct them. 

In the midst of these difficulties the remaining counselor in the First 
Presidency—Sidney Rigdon—returned from Pennsylvania, and began lay- 
ing claim to the right of succession to the Prophet Joseph. He did not 
make this claim directly—perhaps he was fearful that if he did so he 
would be rejected by the Church; for I am sorry to have it to say that 
this man, who was so gifted by nature, whose tongue was sufficiently elo- 
quent to hold spell-bound congregations while he expounded in great 
clearness the principles of eternal life—this man for a few years previous 
to the death of the Prophet was unfaithful in his calling. It was notori- 
ous throughout the Church that Joseph the Prophet had made an effort 
to get rid of him a year or two before his death. In the presence of the 
congregation of the Saints assembled in Nauvoo he declared that he would 
carry him no longer. And yet his brother Hyrum, who, perhaps more 
than any other man in this dispensation, was the personification of mercy, 
arose before that conference and pleaded for Sidney Rigdon, and asked 
that he might have one more chance to regain the confidence of the Saints 
and of the Prophet. He related the sufferings of this man from the com- 
mencement of the work. He depicted the scenes through which he had 
passed in Missouri, his sufferings for the truth. All these things appealed 
to the sympathies of the Latter-day Saints, and, notwithstanding all the 
efforts of Joseph to be rid of this unfaithful counselor, the Church fastened 
him upon the Prophet. Yet after all this was done for his encouragement, 
after his friend Hyrum Smith had stood by him and pleaded his cause 
with success, he forsook his post of duty. Instead of remaining in Nauvoo, 
which he was requested to do both by the solicitation of friends and the 
voice of God Himself, he went to Pittsburg. After the death of the two 
Prophets he came back to Nauvoo, and knowing the Saints were acquainted 
with his unfaithfulness, he feared to come out boldly and advocate his 
direct claim to the Presidency, but he tried to come in at a side door, and 
asked to be appointed guardian over the Church, to build it up to the 
Prophet Joseph. He avoided the two Apostles who were there—Elders 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 483 


Richards and Taylor —and called secret meetings and endeavored to lay 
plans that would lead to the gratification of his own vain ambition. 

In the midst of this plotting, however, the quorum of the Twelve began 
to return; and it may be well on this occasion to call attention to a few 
manifestations of the Spirit of God that indicated very clearly the right of 
the second General Quorum or Council of the Church to take the responsi- 
bility of Presidency over the Church after the first quorum was destroyed. 

As Parley P. Pratt was making his way on foot over the prairies of 
Illinois towards Nauvoo, sad, sick at heart and bowed down in sorrow in 
consequence of the great calamity which had befallen the Saints in the 
death of their leaders, and pondering in his mind upon whom now de- 
volved the responsibility of presiding over the Church, he testifies that 
the following was given to him by inspiration: Lift up your head and 
rejoice, for behold! It is well with my servants Joseph and Hyrum. My 
servant Joseph still holds the keys of my kingdom in this dispensation, 
and he shall stand in due time on the earth, in the flesh, and fulfil that to 
to which he is appointed. Go and say unto my people in Nauvoo that 
they shall continue to pursue their daily duties and take care of them- 
selves, and make no movement in Church government to reorganize or 
alter anything until the return of the remainder of the quorum of the 
Twelve ; but exhort them that they continue to build up the House of the 
Lord, which I have commanded them to build in Nauvoo ” (Autobiography 
of P. P. Pratt, page 371). 

In order that he might not be mistaken in that inspiration, he asked 
that a repetition of it might be given him, and his prayer was answered. 
- Parley Pratt followed these instructions, and when he arrived at Nauvoo 
he found his fellow Apostles—Elders Richards and Taylor—moving in the 
lines which had been indicated by the voice of the Spirit to him. 

President Young, at the time the Prophet was killed, was in the State 
of New Hampshire, in company with Orson Pratt. They received the 
news of the Prophet's death at Peterborough. “ The first thing I thought 
of,” says President Young, “ was whether Joseph had taken the keys of 
the kingdom with him from the earth. Brother Orson Pratt sat on my 
left ; we were leaning back in our chairs. Bringing my hand down on my 
knee, I said, ‘The keys of the kingdom are right here with the Church 
(Tullidge’s Life of B. Young). 

To the same great truth we have a living witness present, one whose 
word is held in high esteem by the Latter-day Saints—and justly so, for 
he has been in our midst for over half a century, a faithful witness for 
God, and we know that his word is true and may be relied — refer 
to President Wilford Woodruff. 

President Brigham Young, writing to Orson Spencer, who had chanel of 
the British Mission, in giving him an account of the organization of the 
‘First Presidency at Winter Quarters, in 1848, said: “ About a year before 
Joseph’s death he told the Twelve: ‘There is not one key or power to be 
bestowed upon this Church to lead the people into the Celestial Gate, but 
I have given you, showed you, and talked it over with you ; the kingdom 
is set up, and you have the perfect pattern, and you can go and build up 
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the kingdom, and go in at the Celestial Gate, taking your train with you ” 
(MILLENNIAL STAR, volume 10, page 115). 

Only a few days ago, in conversation with Brother Woodruff upon this 
subject, he made practically the same statement to me, and it occurs to me 
now. I do not know how Brother Woodruff feels about it, but it occurs 
to me that with so many of the youth of Israel before us here to-night, if 
he should so choose it would be an excellent opportunity to bear that tes- 
timony in the presence of us all. 

PRESIDENT Wooprurr.—I will, at the close of your | 

EIL DER Roserts.—When the ‘Twelve all arrived, a conference of the 
Saints at Nauvoo was called, and Sidney Rigdon was given full oppor- 
tunity to lay his claims before the Church. There was no limit set to the 
time that he should occupy. He was there for the purpose of laying his 
claims before the people, he had full opportunity, and his reputation for 
eloquence and logic would lead us to believe that he presented his case in 
the strongest possible light. But it fell lifeless upon the assembled multi- 
tude. 

This was in the forenoon, as I remember it. In the afternoon, the 
meeting was continued, and President Brigham Young addressed the con- 
gregation. In the course of his remarks he gave the Saints to understand 
that if they wanted Sidney Rigdon to be their leader, they could have him. 
I read to you from his speech: “ The first position I take in behalf of the 
Twelve and the people is to ask a few questions. I ask the Latter-day 
Saints, do you, as individuals, at this time, want to choose a Prophet or a 
guardian? Inasmuch as our Prophet and Patriarch are taken from our 
midst, do you want some one to guard, to guide and lead you through this 

world into the kingdom of God, or not? All who want some person to be 
a guardian, or a Prophet, a spokesman, or something else, signify it by 
raising the right hand.” 

Not one hand was raised. Further on in his remarks he said: “If the 
people want Brother Rigdon to lead them, they may have him; but, I say 
unto you, the Twelve have the keys of the kingdom of God in all the 
world.“! * * They stand next to Joseph, and are as the First Presi- 
dency of the Church.” 

In making that statement to the Church, President Young was in strict 
harmony with the revelations to which I have alluded here, wherein it is 
stated that the quorum of the Twelve Apostles constitute a quorum equal 
in authority and in power to the First Presidency of the Church; and as 
further stated in the testimony of Brigham Young when Joseph Smith 
had, about a year before his death, conferred upon them all the keys, all 
the authority, all the powers that he himself possessed, and they had full 
right and power to lead the Church and take their train with them into 
the celestial kingdom. 

Furthermore, the Spirit of God 3 weed to the Church on that occa- | 
sion that the mantle of the Prophet Joseph—the power and authority that 
he was possessed of—were resting upon Brigham Young. The deceased 
Prophet's spirit was clearly reflected upon his utterances. A remarkable 
circumstance occurred on that.cocasion. Brigham Young was transfigured 
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before the people, not only in voice but in appearance. President George 
Q. Cannon, who was present on that occasion, says: “If Joseph had risen 
from the dead and again spoken in their hearing, the effect could not have 
been more startling than it was to many present at that meeting; it was 
the voice of Joseph himself; and not only was it the voice of Joseph which 
was heard, but it seemed in the eyes of the people as if it were the very 
person of Joseph which stood before them. A more wonderful and 
miraculous event than was wrought that day in the presence of that con- 
gregation we never heard of ” (Tullidge’s Life of Brigham Young, page 115). 

From the journal of a man who wrote it down at the time I read the 
following: “ Brigham Young said: ‘I will tell you who your leaders or 
guardians will be: The Twelve, I at their head.’ This was with a voice 
like the voice of the Prophet Joseph. I thought it was his, and so did 
thousands who heard it. This was very satisfactory to the people, and a 
vote was taken to sustain the Twelve in their office, which, with a few dis- 
senting voices, was passed ” (Journal of William C. Staines) 

[ro BE CONTINUED. 


A LAKE OF INK. 


NEARLY all of the 3,500 Cocopah volcanoes in pore are situated near 
the east end of the volcanic area which they occupy. Several large 
mounds, once living volcanoes, are now quiet. Between these hills of 
lava, rock and debris are a large number of living, active volcanoes. 
From the sides of the hills, 50 to 200 feet above the surrounding waters, 
come forth most beautiful springs of clear, warm water, some so sour, 
others so sweet, so bitter, and so strongly alkaline that no living being 
can drink it. These waters course down the hillsides, laying a coat of 
white, pink, purple, blue or green, made by the mineral salts they contain, 
upon everything with which they come in contact. 

In the midst of these hills is the Lake of Ink. There run into it scores 
of streams of clear mineral hot water, others that are warm, and two that 
are cold. The lake, one-fourth of a mile in length and one-eighth wide, 
lies like a gem set in these hills, or these ancient volcanoes.. 

This hill is alive with volcanoes, even down to the very edge of the lake. 
At low water in Lake Pasqualitas it is divided from thé Lake of Ink by a 
narrow ridge of hard sulphurous clay thrown up by the: volcanoes, which 
have assisted in making this bank. No less than sixty ‘voleanoes—mad, 
spiteful, noisy little ones line this ridge. 

Here came the Indians for leagues and gathered the rich vermillion 
paint, with which they decorated themselves in times of war in the ancient 
past, long, long ago. On the west the volcanoes stand as close together as 
they ean be placed. For a space of a quarter of a mile by nearly one-half 
mile wide, the tread of the lone footman rings on the fragile crust, till he 
stops thrungh fear, balancing in his mind whether to advance or retreat, 
and while mex what to do the little “kicker,” the liveliest, most 
wi spiteful of all the groups of voleanoes, besmears him with its 
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The black, ink-like water which fills the lake comes up to within three 
or four inches of the level of its shores. The temperature near the edge is 
about 110 degrees, gradually growing warmer as you get down in it, and 
as you approach the centre of the lake, on the surface, it is about 156 
degrees, and at a depth of 250 feet it is 216 degrees. Near the shore on 
the east, south and west sides the water is only four to six feet in depth 
for twenty feet or more into the lake, where the shelf breaks off perpen- 
dicularly, and there no bottom has ever been found. To the touch the 

water feels smooth and oily. The ashes and oil which cover the lake 
when its waters are quiet are from one-half an inch to an inch thick. The 
water of the lake is jet black, though it does not color the skin of those 
who bathe in it. 

Under a glass the coloring matter seems to be a minute black substance 
held in suspension by the water, which adheres to white cloth immersed in 
the lake. To the taste the water is warm, salt and bitter. To the bather 
the sensation on entering the water is grand, exhilarating to a wonderful 
degree, so much so that a bath of ten or fifteen minutes makes one feel as 
if he were under the influence of the very best brandy. Millions of 
bubbles, formed by the escaping gases, keep the surface of the lake 
agitated at all times, till it rolls, boils and foains as if ready to break over 
its banks and escape, and again only in myriads of sparkling globules, 
glittering in the sunlight. Whenever the volcanoes rage with anger the 
lake follows, and the sight of its maddened waters is well worth seeing. 

From time immemorial these waters have been used by the different 
tribes of Indians, far and wide, at war or in peace, as the great all-healing 
remedy, following a bath in the hot mud of the peaceable volcanoes for all 
fevers, rheumatism, scrofula and venereal diseases. They take the invalid 
and bury him, all but his ears, eyes and mouth, in the hot volcanic mud for 
from twenty to thirty minutes, then carry him, covered with mud, on a 
blanket, the 50 or 100 feet to the edge of the lake and put him into the 
water, holding his head above it, for fifteen to thirty minutes, then rolling 
him in his blanket, they carry him a few feet away, to a shade which they 
have provided, and lay him on the hot sulphurous sand or rock, and there 
let him sweat. They repeat this in the afternoon. 

At night they move him to a place where the srowall’ is not quite so 
warm and let him sleep where he can breathe the gases or vapors of 
the neighboring volcanoes. A few white men have been there and tried 
the remedies, and thus far without a single failure. The Indians also 
drink the hot water from some of the springs, but not from all. When- 
ever they approach this strange, weird scene, this barren waste, even 
when they come on their trips for salt, which lies in great beds a mile or 
so beyond, they stop on the highest mound and with one hand shading the 
eyes they screech and cry with that fearful yell of “tra, tra, la, la, hoop, 
ya, lip, lip, soo, oo, oo, la!” which makes your blood run a little faster in its 
channels, and then they wait to see if the gods of the desert are there to 
assist them. 

If all is still, with naught but the Wan there groans, muttering and 
underground heavings of these mysteries of “wonderland,” they turn 
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sadly away to come again some other time. But if, after the third wild 
shriek or cry of theirs, old Monarch or some of his consorts answer with 
a volume of mud thrown high in the air as.a salute, then the Indians rush 
for their regal baths of mud, more than contented that the desert gods 
will hear and answer their wild man’s prayer. 


— 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Miss Gilchrist, a burlesque actress, passed from the stage to the rank of * 
July 19, by marrying the Earl of Orkney. 

A heavy storm swept over Illinois, Iowa and South Dakota on J uly 21, doing great 
damage and causing the loss of several lives. 

By the eruption of a volcano on the island of Grand Sangir, in the Indian Ocean, be- 
tween Celebes and Mindanao, on July 16, several villages were destroyed. Two thousand 
people perished. 

During July the yellow fever made alarming progress in Vera Cruz, Mexico, and the 
death rate is said to be appalling. Large numbers of the inhabitants of the state fled to 
other parts of Mexico. 

By railway accidents in Lancashire, England, on July 24, two persons were killed and 
eight injured. On July 25, three persons were killed at Melton Mowbray by a railway 
train leaving the track. 

It is officially reported from St. Petersburg that from the 15th to the 19th of July there 
were 417 deaths from cholera in the various provinces infected. Several riots against 
medical men had occurred. 

At Chester, England, on July 23, a man named White was sentenced to a month’s hard 
labor for having attempted, when he found himself without food, to catch something to 
eat by fishing in the river Dee, contrary to law. 

In the district of Bihar, Southern Hungary, on July 19, 180 laborers struck owing to a 
reduction in their wages, and made an effort to secure what they claimed was due them. 
The police were called, and a conflict ensued, in which one officer and twelve laborers 
were killed, The police used rifles. 

In Richmond, Virginia, U.S.A., July 20, a man, his wife, and three children were 
killed through the house in which they were being struck by lightning. On the same day 
at Brickhead, Georgia, a schoolhouse was set on fire by a similar cause, and two of the 
children killed and others fatally injured. : | 

During a severe storm on the night of July 19, a Liverpool life boat was capsized in an 
effort to rescue the crew of the ship Mazwell, which grounded on the bar. Two men 
were drowned and three others were severely injured, one of whom afterwards died. The 
captain and the crew of the Maxwell were finally rescued by another lifeboat. 

A telegram, dated July 20, from Tangiers, says that the Sultan’s troops sent against 
the rebels are committing the most horrible barbarities. The people are being robbed, 
women outraged, men, women and children tortured and maimed, and almost every 
atrocity that can be thought of by the brutal Moors perpetrated. The European resi- 
dents have made a protest to the government against the allowance by the officials of 
such depredations. 
The July elections in England resulted in the return of Mr. Gladstone to power, the 
majority of the combined Liberals and Nationalists over the Conservatives being forty- 
two, As there are eighty Nationalists, or members of the Irish party, a rupture between 
them and the Liberals would bring defeat to the latter. In England the majority is 
against home rule for Ireland, but Scotland, Wales and Ireland turn the majority in its 
favor. The new Parliament will meet on August 4. 


7 
* 
— 


488 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


— 


MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 1892. 


FANATICISM AND SUPERSTITION. 


Ir is not alone those whose lot is cast among pagan peoples or who belong 
to the unlearned classes of society that give heed to the fabulous and super- 
stitious to an extent which entitles them to the appellation of fanatics. 
The “enlightenment” of occidental civilization smiles derisively at the 
heathenish ignorance of the Mongolian in his superstitious aversion to the 
European, whose presence he regards as a blight from the nethermost 
abyss, and from which it is a sacred duty to protect his home and country- 
men by any available means; but a fact too often ignored by this same 
“enlightenment” is that the extreme credulity of the heathen Chinese as 
to the religious depravity of those whose worship differs from their own 
has its counterpart among people trained in the schools and colleges of 
modern Christian civilization. | 

A notable instance of the latter as an existing condition is a case which 
for over a year past has caused considerable agitation in Germany, the 
trial of which has just terminated in the district court at Cleves. Its un- 
usual prominence is due entirely to the anti-Jewish sentiment of German 
professors of Christianity, who in their fanaticism have revived a ghastly 
superstition of medieval times to the solemn consideration of statesmen 
and jurists, and have thus aroused a large measure of popular prejudice. 
The authors of this modern “blood accusation” movement against the 
Jews were not rude and uncultivated peasants, whose ignorance might 
have been a palliating feature, but they were men of education and posi- 
tion in the empire. Emanating from one who had studied medicine in a 
Berlin university, the wicked charge was taken up and expounded by re- 
sponsible newspapers ; and leading members of the Prussian parliament, 
amid the cheers of their party, declared themselves firmly “convinced 
that, either out of superstition or fanaticism, the Jews are in the habit of 
killing Christians—preferentially children.” | | 

The opportunity for this display of anti-Semitic superstition was 
afforded in the discovery, at Xanten, on June 29, 1891, of the dead body of 
Hermann Hegmann, aged five and a half years. At the time, the general 
Opinion was that the child had been killed by his companions in a game 
of “killing pigs” which they had been playing, and the clumsily inflicted 
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wound in the throat seemed to confirm this theory. But a physician 
asserted that the Jews used Christian blood in one of their religious rites, 
and upon this the announcement was made that the murder could only 
have been committed by a Jewish slaughterer. A Hebrew cattle-dealer, 
named Buschhoff, who had been a butcher, was arrested on suspicion, and, 
with his wife and daughter, thrown into prison, from which they were re- 
leased some months later on proving their innocence to the officials. A 
great outcry was raised, the police and minister of justice were loudly con- 
demned, and several stormy debates on the subject took place in the 
Prussian parliament. Buschhoff, who had been compelled by the fury of 
the people of Xanten to flee from his native town, was re-arrested in 
February last, and his trial began on the 5th of July. More than a 
hundred witnesses were examined, and a sensational aspect given to the 
most trifling incidents which were thought to bear against the accused. 
But at the close of the long and searching investigation even the public 
prosecutor demanded a verdict of acquittal, as the proceedings had estab- 
lished Buschhoff’s innocence, and that the so-called Jewish ritual murder 
had no foundation in fact. 

Notwithstanding this adjudication of the case, however, the hostile 
feelings which were engendered in the public mind against the unfortunate 
victim of a fanatical accusation are such that he cannot dwell in. peace at 
Xanten. Although he has been known by the people for forty years as 
an honest and industrious citizen, and is guilty of no offense, yet the 
populace have destroyed his house, and on the ruined walls have inscribed 
the word Moerdergrube” (murderer's cell); while he is forced to go 
among strangers who have not been tainted with the unreasoning bitter- 
ness toward him to seek a new home for himself, his wife and children —a 
state of affairs that is a disgrace tan pple claiming to be actuated by 
Christian sentiment. 

The Latter-day Saints realize by painful experience that Germany i is not 
the only country where such fanaticism is developed and encouraged in 
the masses of the people by those knowing better, but who, from ulterior 
motives, vehemently bear false witness against a portion of their fellow 
beings, Ever since the organization of the Church of Christ in this dis- 
pensation, its members have been maligned and abused in a shameful 
manner. The charges of crime against them have been repeatedly shown 
to be untrue, yet newspapers and public men, particularly of the pro- 
fessedly religious class, persistently reiterate these misrepresentations in 
the face of positive proof and the light of reason showing to the contrary; 
and the effect is that the Saints have been and are subject to animadver- 
sion and persecution that is without justification. The honesty and in- 
dustry of their lives are to a great extent disregarded in the presence of 
the shadow of false accusation. — 

. While the Saints are thus made the subjects of injustice on the part of 
many of their fellow men whom their only desire is to benefit and bless, 
they should not fail to constantly bear in mind the obligation that rests 
upon them as disciples of the Lord Jesus to return good for evil. When 
others manifest ill will toward them through giving heed to fables, they 
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should respond by the good example of dealing justly and mercifully, thus 
showing that they are above prejudice. It is not the part of a Saint to 
hold up to ridicule or denunciation the misconceptions of his fellows ; nor 
is he justified in ascribing to others opinions or practices which he regards 
as foolish or wicked unless they are admitted or clearly proven to be 
possessed by those to whom they are attributed. His duty is to live the 
Gospel, to preach the Gospel and nothing else. While he does this he is 
beyond the influence of fanaticism and superstition, and is never found in 
the role of a persecutor or oppressor. The desire of the true Christian is 
to make known the truth, and the truth only ; he realizes that error will 
then be recognized by the contrast which it presents. If the professed 
Christians of Germany had observed this rule the Jew Buschhoff would 

have remained in the peaceable enjoyment of his rights; if professing - 
Christians everywhere would adopt this maxim in their lives the change 
for better would be a more notable event in the world’s history than the 


prompt repentance of Nineveh in the days of the Prophet Jonah. 
J. H. A. 


Exper P. H. Perers, in a letter dated at Briartown, Indian Territory, 
U.S. A., June 30, says of the work being accomplished in that section of 
country: Since the visit of President Kimball last spring, the Elders 
have continued to labor energetically, endeavoring to present the truths 
of the Gospel to the people. All have enjoyed good health up to the 
present time, with the exception of President Merrill, who has had a 
short spell of chills. The work on the meeting house is progressing favor- 
ably and it is now nearing completion. Much credit is due to Elder 
Rawlins for his untiring energy, especially considering the many diffi- 
culties he has had to contend with. The labors of the Elders during 
the last six months have been principally in the Cherokee and Choctaw 
nations. Many public school houses have been built of late. To many of 
these the Elders have had access, and opened the way for us to hold public 
meetings. These have been well attended on nearly all occasions. The 
principles of the Gospel have thus been. presented to many persons whom 
it would otherwise be difficult to reach during the busy season of the year. 
The Elders have been treated with kindness and hospitality. Much preju- 
dice has undoubtedly been removed from the minds of the people, many 
of whom knew nothing of the true status of the ‘Mormons,’ their doc- 
trines or motives, their minds having been poisoned from what they had 
read or heard previously. But when truth is brought to bear, error flees 
away. Reports from Elders Allen and Woodbury, who recently returned 
to the Chickasaw nation, show that the opening made last winter is still 
favorable. Many warm friends remain true to them, and are glad to 
welcome them back again. They will visit the Seminole nation and en- 
deavor to make an opening while there. Some of the Elders will also 
visit the Osages during the summer. The mission, generally, is in a pros- 
condition. Several baptisms have taken place. The Elders are in the 
enjoyment of good health, and are unitedly laboring for the spread of 
truth and the welfare of the mission.” 
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RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Joshua B. Bean is honorably re- 
leased from his labors as President of the Leeds a to return 
home. 

Elder James 8 Stapley i is honorably released from his 1 as travel- 
ing Elder in the Irish Conference, to return home. 

Elder Rodney Hillam, Jr., is released from his labors in the Liverpool 
Office, and is appointed to pride over the Leeds Conference. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE Notice.—The Manchester Conference will be 
held on Sunday, August 14, at the Co-operative Hall, 398 Oldham Road, 
Manchester. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


DISCOURSE BY APOSTLE F. D. RICHARDS. 


On Sunday morning, April 3, at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, the 
General Conference was addressed by, Apostle Franklin D. Richards, who 
said: My beloved hearers, I am most deeply sensible of the folly of man 
undertaking to instruct and to edify God’s people, except he be filled with 
the words of life and faith, and is inspired by the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven. There has been presented to us a general review of the 
condition of the work of God in the earth at the present time, by which we 
are reminded of very many reasons we have for gratitude to our heavenly 
Father for His manifold mercies unto us. I think a realizing sense of His 
goodness and our own unworthiness is very necessary for us to entertain, - 
in order that we may possess that meekness of spirit and that brokenness 
of heart by * the Spirit shall be able to dwell freely and abundantly 
with us. 

There is a . which is the very life and growth and existence of 
God’s people, which is entertained by His Saints everywhere, and against 
which the whole world rises up in decided opposition, that is, the principle 
of present and continued revelation. Without this no Saint can grow and 
increase in the knowledge of God. Without this the great latter-day 
work that has attained its present proportion would never have reached 
such a position. It is the life and vitality of God’s people to have the 
ministrations of the Holy Ghost, which takes of the things of God and 
shows them unto mankind. Without it, men have been left to fashion 
a great many forms of religion, having, as the Scriptures said they should 
have, a form of godliness without the power thereof. As the body may 
look nice and lovely even in death, it is impotent and goes back to mother 
earth unless the spirit vitalizes it, gives it life and animation, fills it with 
hopes and desires. 

When we go forth to the human family we are confronted with this 
opposition at once. It is said to us that there is to be no more revelation, 
and they try to make us believe that there shall be no more. Why, it is 
contrary to the spirit that all the Prophets have entertained. When men 
rose up in ancient Israel and began to prophesy, some of the holy folks 
went to Moses and said So-and-so is prophesying. What was his answer ? 
Said he, “ Would to God that all the Lord’s people were Prophets.” That 
has been the sense of every true, enlightened Prophet of God upon the 
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earth. It is according to the promise which Peter set forth at Pentecost, 
as had been declared by the Prophet Joel, that in the last days He would 
pour out His Spirit upon all flesh; “and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams.” 

Let me remind you, my brethren and sisters, that we live in the 
dawning of that day; and it is not only our privilege, but a duty 
we owe to ourselves, to God's people, and to the honest in heart 
throughout the world who have not heard the Gospel, that we should 
nourish and cultivate this spirit of revelation within us constantly. It is 
the work of the Holy Ghost to quicken our spirits. If we are washed 
from our sins, and live holy before God and in the working of that spirit, 
which is unto the sanctifying of our bodies and our spirits, we become 
filled with that light which is to grow, and ought to grow brighter and 
brighter until the perfect day. As we live in a period of time when 
troubles, judgments, and sorrows unspeakable are to be poured out upon 
the ungodly, and the righteous can only escape by their faith, and by 
standing in holy places without being moved, it becomes everyone that 
professes the name of Jesus that they should cultivate this spirit within 
them continually. “Ye receive the spirit,” says the Lord to us in the 
latter-days, by the prayer of faith.” So, then, we ought with constant 
prayer, diligence and devotion to kindle continually the fire on the altar 
of our hearts by the faithful keeping of His commandments and living by 

every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God, so that this may con- 
tinue to warm and enlighten our minds, that we may become baptized by 
the Holy Spirit and by the fire of the Lord. But they tell us, when we 
talk of these things, that the Scriptures say we must not have any more 
revelation. By their ignorance and misunderstandings they wrest the 
Scriptures, not knowing the Gospel nor the power of God. They say it 
is given in the last chapter of Revelations: “If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book, and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” Very 
true; 80 it is and so it will be. The Prophet Moses left it on record in 
Deuteronomy that there should be nothing added to that law which was 
given unto them. It is written twice in Deuteronomy, “ Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish aught from 
it.“ Suppose that meant there should: be no more revelation, what are you 
going to do with these prophecies of Isaiah, of Jeremiah, of Ezekiel, of 
Daniel, and all the holy Prophets that came after? If that was a per- 
petual injunction against further revelation, how could the Savior come, 
in contravention of this law that He had given to Moses,.and declare His 
whole system of salvation to us, which was from before the faundation of 
the world, originated in the eternities, to bring life and immortality 10 
light, and lead us, if we will be led by it, unto the eternity that hall come 
after the angel shall declare that time shall be no longet ! He had refer- 
ence only to that book; they had no business to add to that law. The 
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Prophets never believed, the Church of God never realized, that there was 
any restraint upon the spirit of revelation. But they held, as we hold, 
that without it there was no life, no God. And this saying of the Apostle 
in Revelations means adding to that book of Revelations. The people 
for a long time had many different books, or rather manuscripts, till 
they were gathered up and put together. Paul did not understand 
that all these old Scriptures were wrong. He said to Timothy, “ From 
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation.” These scriptures were necessary down to his 
time. Just so with the Savior. His inspiration and volume of eternal 
truth was necessary. And it is just as necessary now that the people of 
God should be filled with the light of revelation and without it they can 
make no advancement in divine life. 

The Prophet Joseph, when dedicating the first Temple of this dispensa- 
tion, in Kirtland, March, 1836, presented the Twelve Apostles that had 
been appointed and consecrated to their work, and they were upheld as 
Prophets, Seers and Revelators. That is the estimate which the Prophet 
Joseph placed upon the holy office of the Apostleship, and that is the 
idea and sense that this people entertain concerning that office and call- 
ing ; for twice every year they lift up their hands to sustain the Twelve 
Apostles as such. I testify to you, my brethren, that the Apostles im- 
prove in this principle, and increase in it, and they are becoming Prophets, 
Seers and Revelators unto God’s people, if they will receive them. It 
should be just so with these men who are High Priests in Israel. The 
Presidents of Stakes and their counselors, the Bishops of wards and their 
counselors, should so live before God as to be Prophets, Seers and Revela- 
tors to their people. Every man having the authority of the Priesthood— 
and we are a whole army of Priesthood, over a hundred quorums of 
Seventies existing among us—who is at the head of a family should be a 
Prophet, Seer and Revelator to his household: These brethren that are 
sitting by me have been in obscurity. These providences of God that 
have been directing us for years back have been calculated to place 
righteous men where they would have to find their way to their God by 
the prayer of faith, by the light of the Spirit, and by the power of the 
Holy Priesthood. It is necessary that these things should be so under- 
stood, and that we should grow up into Christ our living Head. As a 
child has to be weaned from its mother’s breast, so Elders should get 
knowledge and understanding of their duties to their families, their duties 
to the Church, their duties to the human family, so that they may stand in 
the light of truth and take the same food and bread of life from thé table 
of the Lord as the child: when it leaves its mother’s breast-and: bas to sit 
at the table beside her and masticate its own food. i 

It is interesting to contemplate this, and sometimes 
we abe brethren so far forget themselves in any of the pursuits of life as 
to indulge in anything like strife, or contention, or animosity: It looks as 
times when: these things were very threatening among 
God's people; and as Brother Cannan has nicely put it, they are principles 
of danger among us. Men have no right to get so animated and over- 
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anxious about anything, striving or contending for any matter, as that 
they can push down another brother to climb up on his downfall. None 
of us have any right to speak evil of each other in order to get a good 
name ourselves. We have no right to impair the character of our brethren, 
or their honest convictions, in order that we may get the ascendancy over 
them, It is an abomination in the sight of God for any man to do it, and 
vastly more that Saints should do it, who have with their lips professed 
their belief that it is their duty not to speak evil of each other, nor of the 
Lord’s anointed. We ought to be careful of these things. I would ex- 
hort you, my brethren, in this, that while you indulge in these things 
which look to animosity towards your brethren who may differ from you 
- On any question, you are taking that course that shall put out the light 
which should shine upon your understanding ; whereas, if any man would 
defer to his brother, in honor preferring one another, the love of God 
would abound, their souls would be strengthened, and every man would 
go on in the growth of the principles of righteousness. And this course 
we must pursue if we go forward. If we do not, we cannot come to a 
standstill ; therefore we shall retrograde. I would say to all brethren who 
are anywise addicted to these things, set a watch at the door of your lips, 
and another at the doors of your hearts, and sanctify the Lord in all your 
ways, and not feel that the kingdom of God is going to be upset or over- 
thrown by your doing or not doing. The work is the Lord’s; and if we 
will be true to Him and to the principles of His Gospel which we have 
taken upon us to do, He will bear us off triumphant. He knows how to 
make the wrath of men to praise Him. He knows how to build us up in 
our holy faith, if we will preserve ourselves by our own faithfulness from 
the powers of sin and Satan. 

Then the spirit of revelation is what we want continually. The world are 
astounded at the idea of revelation, when they are getting full of it them- 
selves, and they don’t know it. Ever since the time this work commenced, 
or thereabouts, great inventions have been coming forth concerning the 
use of steam. It was about this time that Mr. Watts heard the tea kettle 
hiss and the top of the kettle rattle by the power of steam, and learned to 
use it and apply it. Others have used it in their inventions since. Just so it 
was with other men; Benjamin Franklin running up a kite, putting a key 
on it, that he might bring down the electric fluid with safety and do no 
harm. Men have ever since been finding out how to harness the lightning 
and make it convey intelligence, transport light and numerous comforts to 
the human family all over the earth and through the depths of the sea, 
until the various nations are becoming much more like one great family, 
and we hear from everywhere each twenty-four hours. Revelation is 
among them. They ought to acknowledge it and give God the praise. 
Some of them do. We all should. Their knowledge is knowledge of 
science ; but the knowledge that God gives to His people by the Holy 
Spirit and the power of the Priesthood is the knowledge that is concerning 
Him, His ways and will, and what we ought to do to please Him, to bless 
and exalt ourselves, to love and glorify Him in all our operations. 

Iro BE CONTINUED.] 
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UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. 

The residence of Mr. C. Sorenson, in the West field, near Logan, was struck by lightning 
on July 8, and partially burned. | 

The new opera house at Garfield Beach was destroyed by fire on July 8. It is believed 
to have been the work of an incendiary. 

A marriage license was issued on July 7, to Mr. Harry Drewery and Miss Annie Rids- 
dale, now of Plain City, but recently of Hull, England. | 

The Utah home rule bill passed the United States House of Representatives on July 8, 
by a vote of 166 to 41. It will now go to the Senate for consideration. 

United States Attorney Varian, who has for some time held the position of chairman 
of the Liberal territorial committee, resigned on July 8, and identified himself with 
the republican party in Utah. : 

An eighteen-months old child of Mr. and Mrs. B. G. Palmer, of Ogden, while playing 
in the house on July 4, found a box of morphine pills, and before being discovered had 
swallowed a sufficient number to cause death in a short time. 

E. R. Clute, the ex- liberal assessor and collector of Salt Lake City, has been dis- 
covered to be short in his accounts $20,885.85. The Deseret News of July 7 exposed the 
deficit, and the ex-official made a hasty settlement on J uly 8. 

On the recommendation of Mayor Baskin, of Salt Lake City, Chief of Police Janney 
was removed on July 5, because of a scandal connected with a den of infamy in which 
some of the police were interested. Samuel Paul was appointed to succeed Janney. | 

At Salt Lake City, on July 5, an eight-year old girl named Lucy Smith poured kerosene 
oil in a stove to make the fire burn faster. There was an explosion, and the child was 
terribly burned. The building where the incident occurred was destroyed by the fire. 

The health of Hon. F. S. Richards, of Salt Lake City, having been poor for some 
months, he left on July 8 on a trip to Alaska, hoping to receive benefit from the change. 
He was accompanied by his father, Apostle F. D. Richards, and brother, Hon. C. C. 
Richards. | 

Five vagrants broke into the postoffice at Pleasant View, Weber County, on Sunday, 
July 3, about noon. They were detected in the work of robbing the place and attempted 
flight, but almost the whole population of the town joined in the pursuit and the thieves 
were overtaken with their plunder and lodged in jail. 

Ex-Judge O. W. Powers, leader of the anti-‘‘ Mormon” party in Utah, has sued the 
Deseret News for $25,000 damages. The News said it had the record of the judge in a 
certain mining suit, and he alleges that by this expression the newspaper meant to inti- 
mate that he was corrupt and dishonest in his capacity as judge. 

William Hebburn, seventeen years of age, who ran away from a comfortable home at 
Bloomington, IIlinois, a few months ago, to make his fortune, but who was disappointed, 
and being discouraged, was making an effort to get back home, slipped and fell from a 
train, near Ogden, on July 5, receiving injuries which were pronounced fatal. 

On July 8 the Territorial Supreme Court made an order directing the receiver in the 
suits of the government against the Church to turn over to the secretary of the interior 
all of the Church property which had been declared confiscated. This includes the Tith- 

ing House property, the Church farm, coal lands, Historian Office, and Gardo House. 
Lot Smith, well known as an old resident of Utah, was killed near Tuba City, Arizona, 
on June 21, by Indians. He found a flock of sheep in his pasture, and began shooting 
them, when the Indian owners returned the fire, inflicting a fatal wound, to which he 
succumbed in about six hours. During the fusilade five of his cows were shot, and he 
_ killed six of the Indians’ sheep. : ! 
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